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Big Thanks – Christmas Tree Switch On 
A warm thank you to all who made the 
Christmas Tree switch on such a big 

success. The gifts for the tombola were of 
such high quality they ensured we have 

sufficient funds for projects in the 
forthcoming year. All the helpers, Tutti 
Frutti choir, Father Christmas and rickshaw 

driver made it such a memorable event. 
Tutti Frutti Choir - Appeal for guest 

male singers to sing with the choir under 
the new name of Felixstowe Harmonies. 
The choir has supported our switch on for 

the past two years and are inviting guest 
tenors and basses to join them for a 

concert of an original musical song ‘A Tale 
of Two Musicals’ written by local 
songwriters Chandra Grover & Carol 

Goates. Rehearsals start on Tuesday 21st 
March and the concert is on 25th June. If 

you fancy giving something new a go 
please email chandra.grover@gmail.com .  
website www.felixstoweharmonies.co.uk 

has more details of the event. 
Fighting the Scammers 

In the last newsletter I mentioned I would 
be attending a conference run by Suffolk 
and Norfolk Trading Standards in 

November last year. The conference was 
very good and the whole day was paid for 

by seized monies from criminal enterprises. 
Scams have become just about the biggest 

no violent criminal schemes with organised 
crime syndicates finding it a safer and 
easier way of making money. 

So what are the scams most likely to affect 
us as residents in Trimley? There are many 

and we know the target giving the 
criminals the best return are the elderly, 
often living on their own and vulnerable 

They are numerous and range from 
winning alleged lotteries,  to having your 

contactless debit card scammed by a 
passing offender with a reader that will 

take £30 out of your bank account. We can 
fight these scams; how? Providing 

education and support within our 
community. For instance your contactless 

card can be protected by keeping it in a foil 
covered sleeve. There are a number of 
sleeves on the market, simple and 

sophisticated. Your coordinators intend to 
hold a meeting for residents in the scheme 

where it will be explained how scams 
operate and what can be done to fight 
them and give support to our neighbours. 

 
We have not held an open meeting before, 

relying on newsletters, website and 
coordinators to inform and help residents. 
We are exploring a venue and transport 

assistance for those wanting to attend but 
have mobility difficulty.  

Presentation to Parish Council 
On 11th January 2017 Emma Pitt-Steele 

and I gave a presentation to Trimley St. 
Mary Parish Council explaining the N/W 
concept and elaborating on two possible 

projects for this year. The first project is 
the above in respect of scam education and 

an open meeting. The second possible 
project is to help new N/W schemes start 
up in the village. This originates from 

comments made a parish councillor who 
wanted us to expand and include 

Faulkeners Way and associated housing, 
some 700 homes. It was explained that 
schemes need to be  small and 

manageable; we consider our 360 homes 
to be the maximum to run effectively 

Emma, our webmaster has offered to run 
our website to incorporate other Trimley 
schemes as this is a very important 

requirement and serves as a reference 
point containing data and alerts. We wait to 

see if the Parish Council wishes to make 
this a joint project. Initial feedback is 
promising. 

 
Scams: Some Examples 

Computer scams, phone caller tells you 
there is a problem and offers to help. 
Unsolicited Mail: purporting to be from a 

legitimate company requiring personal 
details. 

Clairvoyant scams offering contact with 
the deceased. 

http://www.trimleyeastnhw.onesuffolk.net/
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Catalogue scams, sell low value and 
unwanted products including vitamin and 

miracle cures. 
Courier Scams, callers claim to be calling 

from bank or police and in urgent need of 
your bank cards to prevent a fraud 
occurring and arranging for their collection. 

Investment scams: Scammers cold call 
and sell shares in emerging markets. 

Through extensive grooming the victim is 
persuaded to part with large sums of 
money for low value business opportunities 

in products such as wine, diamonds or 
land. In the UK the loss to investment 

fraud was £1.7 billion in 2014/15 (source 
Action Fraud 2016). 
 

Text scams: Offer money for accidents or 
prizes where texts/calls at premium rates 

are charged with no prize at the end. 
 

The above is just a cross section of some of 
the many scams that are occurring and 
hopefully you will realise the need for 

education and prevention 
 

In the meantime I have 150 foil 
sleeves available for free to protect your 
contactless cards. Email me or phone to 

reserve one. See below for contact details. 
 

Police Matters 
Suffolk Police reported a number of 
burglaries in the Trimley area at the end of 

last year but I am pleased to report a man 
has been arrested and charged with these 

and no further burglaries have been 
reported. 
 

Resurfacing of Footpath 30:  
Footpath 30 runs from opposite Spriteshall 

Lane to Blofield Bridleway passing under 
the two railway bridges. Between the two 
bridges has been a quagmire in bad 

weather; as a result I lobbied Suffolk CC 
who are responsible for the maintenance of 

public footpaths. You are issued with a 
reference number, a visit made and 
recommendation made with the proviso 

that money is very tight and no guarantee 
of a remedy. Pleased to report work started 

this month on resurfacing the path and 
making it possible to walk without fear of 

falling. Photos show before and after 
works. 

 

 
 

 
 

It may have taken a year to come to 
fruition but shows that sensible lobbying 

does work if a justifiable case is made. 
Available for free use: The N/W scheme 
now owns some items that are available for 

members to use; these include two 20litre 
electric urns, three light weight portable 

tables and one heavy duty shredder 
capable of dealing with credit cards. These 
items are held by Joyce Walford. Please 

contact Joyce to borrow  
Your Coordinators are: 

Tony Allen, 15 High Rd, IP11 9QT 
Fx. 274859 (Lead Coordinator) 
email:tony@transportsecurityservices.com 

Joyce Walford, 24 Spriteshall Ln. 
Fx. 670371 (Treasurer) 

Emma Pitt-Steele, 49 Cordy’s Lane. (Web 
Master) 
Carol Seaman, 2 Chatsworth Crescent. 

Ray Wade, 4 Eaton Close 
Marian Johnson 10 New Road 

Andre Foy 27 New Road 

Remember 
Good Neighbours  

Cut Crime 
Editor: Tony Allen 
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