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Neighbourhood Watch News 

There have been considerable changes 
since the last newsletter. Suffolk Police 

have had to revise their support to N/W 
following a reduction in budget. Quite 
dramatic overall: Gone are our local liaison 

support and weekly newsletter and we now 
have to rely on Police Direct messages. 

Other input is from the National N/W 
message service but that is not local 
information, mostly about scams (more on 

the subject later). Suffolk N/W Association 
(SNWA) has had to take on a new mantel. 

Before the police sent out emails from their 
database of 1700 Suffolk coordinators and 
refused to give SNWA access to the 

database on the grounds of data 
protection.  

Eventually the police agreed to send out 
letters to all coordinators on the database 
asking for permission to hand over email 

addresses. Once SNWA has all the results 
in they will they be able to communicate 

direct to your coordinators.  
I attended the SNWA AGM at Woolpit on 

15th March: It was well attended and 
discussed the above. There is a problem 
with funding of the SNWA; currently they 

have some £2K in funds and running costs 
of £650 a year but no income. Previously 

the Crime Commissioner has made a grant 
but this looks unlikely to continue. 
On Tuesday 28th June I attended (as a 

guest) of the Ipswich N/W annual meeting 
at Police HQ (about 100 attendees). There 

were a number of speakers and I will 
summarise those that I think are relevant 
to us all. 

CYBER CRIME Paul Muskall, of Suffolk and 
Norfolk Cyber & Serious Crime Directorate 

gave a short talk on how to keep offenders 
at bay online. We are inundated with 
reports of cyber-crime from many sources. 

It seems the attempts have no boundaries.  
Password Hygiene: it is all about adjusting 

habits, change your passwords regularly. 
Passwords should contain a mix of letters, 

some capitals and numbers. Paul suggests 
you look up wwwgetsafeonline.org. If 

your computer wants to carry out updates 
when closing, allow as much will be 
security related for your computer’s good. 

Supt. Kerry Cutler reported that the 
police have been conducting Operation 

Volcanic in Ipswich and southern region 
(that’s us). This is the fight against 
supplying class A drugs, especially those 

brought into Suffolk by London gangs. This 
is proving very successful and over the 

past year has seen a reduction of 22% in 
domestic burglaries (most addicts feed 
their habit through crime) and 250 arrests. 

A detective Sgt. from Action Fraud (City 
of London based but covering the country) 

spoke about online fraud that it is currently 
running at 20,000 a month across the 

country. If you are subject of online fraud 
report the activity direct to Action Fraud 
0300 123 2040. This is not an emergency 

service, if urgent action required dial 999. 
Now for some Good News 

Your coordinators submitted an application 
to the Suffolk High Sheriff’s community 
awards. We didn’t win but were awarded a 

certificate for the positive contribution to 
the local community. View our website to 

see the certificate (bottom of home page). 
Your Coordinators are: 
Tony Allen, 15 High Rd, IP11 9QT 

Fx. 274859 (Lead Coordinator) 
email:tony@transportsecurityservices.com 

Joyce Walford, 24 Spriteshall Ln. 
Fx. 670371 (Treasurer) 
Emma Pitt-Steele, 49 Cordy’s Lane. (Web 

Master) 
Carol Seaman, 2 Chatsworth Crescent. 

Ray Wade, 4 Eaton Close 
Marian Johnson 10 New Road 

Remember 

Good Neighbours Cut Crime 
With warmer weather ensure your home is 
still secure and ensure the N/W stickers are 

displayed that came with the last 
newsletter – show solidarity; we are all in 

this together. 
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